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GAME OVER: THE FALL OF CREDIT
SUISSE
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Credit Suisse no longer exists, even though it was ‘too big to fail’ and had built
its reputation over a century. How could this happen?

This four-part documentary series reveals what was hidden behind the reputable
image of the major Swiss bank: a corporate culture of high risk and greed,
accepting huge losses as long as the bonuses kept coming in. Since its
establishment in the 1970s, this culture has run like a red thread through the
history of the bank and shows why the unexpected end was unavoidable.

Original Title: Game Over – Der Fall der Credit Suisse

Year: 2025

Produced by: Contrast Film
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Although the collapse of the once powerful Swiss
bank Credit Suisse took the whole world by
surprise, the bank's foundations were built on a
culture of greed. The incredible ‘Chiasso scandal’
of 1977 was the starting point for this culture. It
brought the founder of modern Credit Suisse,
Rainer Gut, to power – and paved the way for the
bank's downfall at an early stage.

From the 1990s onwards, Credit Suisse succumbed
to megalomania. Despite fines, losses and the
global financial crisis, bonuses amounting to
billions were handed out. With overconfidence and
an aggressive expansion policy, Credit Suisse
inflated itself into an investment bank – and
imported the American investment banking culture.
Even deals with criminals and dictators were
permitted as long as they resulted in bonuses – as
in the case of Georgian autocrat Ivanishvili.

Credit Suisse's megalomania inevitably led to self-
destruction. Employees were betrayed and
persecuted when they opposed the managers'
greed for bonuses – as in the case of Credit
Suisse's Spygate scandal or the tax dispute with
the United States. With CEOs and board chairmen
who were not experts in the field, the bank headed
straight for disaster until UBS had to come to the
rescue. But did it really have to come to this?

Credit Suisse no longer exists. UBS benefited from
the takeover and continues to pay out millions in
bonuses to individuals. While Switzerland must
brace itself for lawsuits worth billions from abroad,
Mozambique lies in ruins because of the
irresponsible actions of a few Credit Suisse
bankers. What lessons can the world learn from
this scandal?

Level 1 - Greed1.

Level 2 - Megalomenia2.

Level 3 - Pride3.

Level 4 - The Fall4.
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